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Society Holds Its First Meeting 


The Washington County Historical Society met on Sunday afternoon, Feb- 
ruary 18, in the student center of the Lutheran Church. Mrs.Lessie 
Stringfellow Read served as chairman and W.J.Lemke as secretary, 


Rev. G. W. Thompson, retired Cumberland Presbyterian minister of Fay- 
etteville, spoke on "Pioneer Schools". Mr, Alvin Seamster, mayor of 
Bentonville, recited some interesting facts about Washington County his- 
tory and showed several family heirlooms and historic relics. Judge T.H. 
Humphreys of Fayetteville spoke briefly, ina reminiscent vein. Mrs. 
Read introduced the hostesses for the initial meeting -- Miss Lorraine 
Williams, Mrs. George B. Stuart, Mrs.Mertye McIiroy Bagby, Mrs. Roberta 
Fulbright, Mrs. Amanda Stone Hilton, Mrs.Tom Feathers, Mrs. J.K.Gregory, 
and Mrs.W.J.Lemke, 


Plans for the Society's future activities were presented by W.J.Lemke. 
These include pilgrimages to historic spots, erection of markers, essay 
contests for the public schools, and a monthly bulletin. He showed the 
Society's 1951 membership card -- a souvenir card bearing a map of old 
Lovely County (1827) and the present Washington County. It was agreed to 
solicit $2 memberships until March 1, at which time the charter members 
will name permanent officers for the Society. 


A feature of the Society's first 1951 meeting was an exhibit of old 
Fayetteville photographs. Interested citizens who loaned the photographs 
for this occasion were: 


M. W. McRoy Mrs. J. H. Field 

Miss Ida Gregg Roy Scott 

Mrs. P. R. Green Mrs, J. C. Futrall 

J. Fay Reed Mrs. Jay Fulbright 

Miss Kate Davenport Lyle Bryan 

Alcuin Eason Hayden McIlroy Aye aT 

Mrs. 5. K, Stone Mrs. John Mulrenin UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
Joe Bates Chester Harding LIBRARY 
Mrs. Chas.H.Stone Mrs. C. B. Paddock MARG 1991 
Frank Lewis Frank McConnell 

Roy Nix Green's Studio 

Tom Oldham UofA ALumni Association 

W. J. Lemke Chris Manuel 


Charter membership in the Washington County Historical Society is 
still open. Send your check for $2 to Mrs. Lessie S. Read or W.J.Lemke 
and your handsome membership card will be sent you in the next mail. 
Any resident of Washington County who is interested in our county's 
romantic history is eligible, of course. We are also anxious to enroll 
the many ‘former residents of Washington County who now live elsewhere, 
Send your check, join us in this good work, and we'll keep you posted on 
the Society's activities, 


Not all who attended the initial meeting filled out registration 
cards. Those who did sign cards were the following: 


Miss Grace Albright Mrs. Joyce L. Hughes 

Mrs. Mertye McIlroy Bagby Allan S. Humphreys 

Mr. and Mrs. Earle Bates Judge T. H. Humphreys 

Mr, and Mrs. E.A.Bellis Mrs. Ella B. Hurst 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Carlisle Dorsey D. Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Coger Rev. Marcus Lang 

Mr. and Mrs. A.J.Collins Mr, and Mrs. W.J.Lemke 
Miss Elizabeth Curry Mrs. A.E.Lussky 

Miss Mary Droke F. M. McConnell 

Miss Lola Ellis Mrs. Dwight Moore 

Mrs. R. E. Ellis Mr. and Mrs. E.G.Murphy 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Feathers William Myers 

Miss Tommie Beth Feathers Mrs. C. B. Paddock 

Mrs. J. H. Field Lyman E. Porter 

Mrs. Roberta Fulbright Mrs. Lessie S. Read 

Miss Rowena Galloway Mr. and Mrs. J. Fay Reed 
Mr. and Mrs. J.K.Gregory Dr. Fount Richardson 

W. S. Gregson Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Seamster 
Miss Ida Gregg H. H. Strauss 

Mr. and Mrs.Harrison Hale Mrs.Cornelia McIlroy Stuart 
Mr. and Mrs. A.A.Hamblen Mr, and Mrs. Barnett Sure 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Harding Mr. and Mrs. J.A.Thalheimer 
Mrs. B. F. Harper Rev. G. W. Thompson 

MrS isn ROHA Mr. and Mrs. Donald Trumbo 
Mrs. John Hilton Miss Julia Vaulx 

Mr. and Mrs. L.L.Hilton Miss Hattie Williams 

Miss Jobelle Holcombe Miss Lorraine Williams 


Next Meeting Includ es Museum Visit 


The next meeting of the Washington County Historical Society will be 
held Sunday afternoon, March 18, at 2:30 p.m., in the North Reserve room 
of the University Library. This room is at the right when you enter the 
front door of the Library building. We'll have a short program and will 
then go downstairs and inspect the historic exhibits in the University 
Museum. Prof. S.C.Dellinger will explain the exhibits. Of special inter- 
est to the Society are: the Lee Rogers collection of World War I relics; 
the Capt.VonBerg collection of Indian scout relics; the Wade collection 
of dresses of long ago; the Ozark Bluff Dweller material; and many 
others. You'll enjoy this meeting. In the Library be sure to note the 
several varieties of Arkansas marble (Batesville) used in the interior 
trim, the memorial plaques to President Futrall and to the dead of 
World War I, and the paintings of General Tom Hindman and General Albert 
Pike, the latter painted by Edward P. Washburn who also painted "The 
Arkansas Traveler", Mr.Marvin Miller, University librarian, has promised 
to have Currier and Ives prints of the "Traveler" on display. Remember 
the date -- Sunday afternoon, March 18, 


The April meeting of the Washington County Historical Society will be 
a pilgrimage to Evergreen Cemetery, conducted by Dr. Harrison Hale, The 
Society will visit the graves of former presidents of the University, as 
well as the graves of other men and women who played an important partin 
the history of Fayetteville and of the State. We'll remind you again of 
this meeting, in our April issue, 


Although the exhibits at our first meeting consisted exclusively of 
photographs, a number of folks brought other historic material, includ- 
ing books, magazines, old programs, collections of clippings, and the 
like. The suggestion was made that one of our future meetings should be 
devoted to newspapers and other printed material. 


Miss Kate Davenport submitted a booklet published in 1895 by Baum 
Brothers, giving the history of Baums' store from 1865 to 1895. It con- 
tains an account (with pictures) of the two disasters that destroyed the 
store -- the cyclone of 1880 and the fire of 1894. 

A valuable collection of source material about the DAR and BPWC was 
orought to the meeting by Miss Grace Albright. She has promised to let 
me examine it at a later date. And that reminds me that I had the oppor- 
tuhity of looking over Mrs. Harrison Hale's scrapbook containing pro- 
grams, correspondence, membership lists and other material of the 
Leverett PTA -- the first PTA organized in Arkansas. 


Mrs. B. F. Harper permitted me to take home for reading, her February 
1913 issue of the Railroad Man's Magazine, which contains an article 
written by the late B. F. Harper about Carl R. Gray, at that time presi-~ 
dent of the Great Northern Railway. It gives some interesting glimpses 
of railroading in northwest Arkansas, including an old picture of the 
Fayetteville depot. 

Mrs. R.E. Ellis surprised me by producing a scrapbook containing clip- 
pings of the historical drawings I made for the Southwest American some 
15 years ago. And Mrs. A.A.Hamblen told me at the meeting that she has 
an almost complete collection of clippings of my "Ozark Moon" column of 
about the same date, 


Miss Elizabeth Curry brought to our meeting a little folder published 
in 1897 that I think is unique.’ It contains a poem entitled "Blue-Eyed 
Nellie's Grave", written by J.H.Van Hoose, You can't dabble in Washing- 
ton County history very long without running across the name of J. H. 
Van Hoose., He was a prolific writer and much of what he wrote appeared 
in the Fayetteville Sentinel of the 1870's. He must have been a very old 
man when he wrote about "Blue-Eyed Nellie", for he came to Fayetteville 
in 1850. W.S.Campbell in his "Fayetteville 1828-1928" has no fewer than 
nine references to J.H.Van Hoose. The folder in Miss Curry's possession 
is inscribed "Compliments of the author to Miss May Curry, Fayetteville, 
April 14, 1897"J.H.Van Hoose". In an early issue of FLASHBACK I hope to 
publish two descriptions of Fayetteville written by Van Hoose -- one in 
1850, one in 1890, 


I think an exhibit of early Washington County newspapers would be most 
interesting, Floyd Carl Jr. has a copy of an 1860 issue of the Fayette- 
ville Democrat, almost perfectly preserved, Copies of the Sentinel of 
the 70's are fairly common; copies of the Fayetteville Arkansian are 
rare. I have yet to see a copy of the West Fork Republican of 1885, the 
Evansville Advocate of 1891, the Cincinnati Argus of 1897, and the Cane 
Hill Bugle of 1885 and News of 1900. All of these, of course, were 
Washington County newspapers. 

My own newspaper collection contains no historic rarities, but I do 
have such interesting items as three issues of the X-RAY (published by 
University students in 1912 when practically the entire student body was 
on strike), and The White Mule, UofA humor magazine when Chet Lauck 
(Lum of "Lum and Abner") was the editor. 


Needs a Copy of Campbell's History of Fayetteville 


A member of the Washington County Historical Society is anxious to 
secure a copy of "One Hundred Years of Fayetteville" by W. S. Campbell, 
and is willing to pay $10 for a copy in good condition. If you have a 
copy for sale, call or write me and I'll give you the name. Another 
member wants a copy of Goodspeed's "History of Northwest Arkansas", but 
doesn't specify condition or price. 


Only $1 To Help the Work in Ozark Folklore 
The Ozark Folklore Society is an organization that merits the support 


of all members of our Historical Society. Founded by the late John Gould 
Fletcher, the Folklore Society holds an annual folklore festival and 
publishes a readable bulletin called "Ozark Folklore". If you want to be 
a part of the folklore effort, send $1 to Miss Mary Parler, secretary, 
in care of the English Department, U of A. She will send you your mem- 
bership card and the February issue of "Ozark Folklore". Vance Randolph 
of Eureka Springs is president of the Society. 


Remembers First Broadcast over KFMQ 

In my first letter (Jan, 25) announcing the revival of the Washington 
County Historical Society, I ran some historical "oddities" down the 
margin of the letter. One was this item: "Do you know that KFMQ was the 
first wireless in Arkansas?" This touched a reminiscent vein in Fenner 
Stice and he came up with this contribution to county and state history: 
"And do you know who broadcast the first program over KFMQ? Henry Tovey. 
And do you know who the announcer was? Fenner Stice. It was the first 
test program and we offered a box of apples free to the person sending 
in a card or letter from the greatest distance. I think somebody in 
Colorado got it. The signal was not too plain but it was corrected the 
next day and listeners began writing in from quite distant points." 

That's the way history is recorded, Something jogs the memory of some- 
one who knows, He tells what he knows and FLASHBACK prints it. And thus 
it is preserved for those who come after us. 


I'm Against Arkansas Monument in Mississippi 


I don't ordinarily write letters to our representatives in the General 
Assembly at Little Rock. But when I read that a certain Senate bill had 
been amended to appropriate $30,000 for an Arkansas monument at Vicks- 
burg, I got mad and wrote to Messrs. Cloer, Wade and Murphy. I told them 
that if the State of Arkansas had $30,000 to spend on monuments, those 
monuments should be erected on Arkansas battlefields,not in Mississippi. 
C.G."Deacon" Wade and Bill Murphy answered my letter and agreed with me. 
Vicksburg, I'm sure, has a half million dollars' worth of monuments. 
Cabell's attack on Fayetteville has only a little bronze plate under 
some bushes at the corner of College and Dickson. Fagan, who attacked 
from the west a year later, has no marker at all -- except the scar on 
the west wall of the old Stone house on Center street. That's where a 
cannon ball hit. 


Charles Morrow Wilson Brings Out Another Book 
Charles Morrow Wilson, descendant of one of the County's oldest famil- 


ies, is the author of "Butterscotch and the Happy Barnyard", a juvenile 
just published. This is his 2lst book, The Wilsons have been living in 
Vermont but plan to return to Washington County in June, having bought 
the Gause place 5 miles out the Goshen Road, It should become a mecca 
for folks of literary and historic bent. 


Society To Set Up Public School Essay Contests 
We are planning to set up essay contests for the public school pupils 


of Washington County, hoping that they will record the story of their 
communities as they learned it from parents and grandparents, or from 
diaries, letters and other old records. We are anxious to secure histor- 
ical material, including pioneer names, from the following and other 
communities: 


Cincinnati Savoy Wyman Sunset 
Summers Harmon Baldwin Winslow 
Dutch Mills Elm Springs Elkins Brentwood 
Evansville Tontitown Durham Greenland 
Morrow Wheeler Sulphur City Woolsey 
Lincoln Johnson Black Oak West Fork 
Rhea Sonora Hicks Blackburn 
Cane Hill Spring Valley Arnett Strickler 
Clyde Mayfield Hazel Valley Walnut Grove 
Prairie Grove Goshen Harris Wedington 
V iney Grove Habberton Cato Springs Farmington 


Another suggestion made at our first meeting was that we have an ex- 
hibit (with an admission charge) of family heirlooms and other historic 
relics, I am told that such an exhibit was held by the DAR some years 
ggo and was most successful. While I personally would greatly enjoy see- 
ing the antiques and hetrlooms that tell the story of the early days, I 
wouldn't want to be responsible for them if put on public exhibition. 
However, your officers will look into this suggestion and see what can 
be done, 


Washingtonians Interested in Washington County 


It's odd how the news of our efforts to preserve Washington County 
history got around. I have a letter from Congressman J.W.Trimble, wish- 
ing us success and asking to be counted a member. That'll be $2, Jim. 

Another Washingtonian who is interested in Washington County history 
is Nathan Boone Williams, whose law office is at 3917 McKinley St. N.W., 
in the nation's capital. Mr. Williams, now 77, was born near Whitener, 
A rk., and practiced law in Fayetteville for 17 years. He was U.S.Com- 
missioner for three terms, 1898-1910. He moved to Washington in 1911. 
Mr, Williams writes: "I saw my first railroad train at Fayetteville on 
the day the first train reached that town -- I think in 1886. I knew Mr. 
McNair, the Frisco agent, and his son W.P.Jr. for many years. Likewise, 
I knew Carl Gray, who got his railroad training under the elder McNair 
and whose son is now (1951) Administrator of Veterans Affairs. Of the 
older generation of Washington, Madison, Benton and Carroll counties, I 
remember many. Good luck and best wishes." 


Support Your State Historical Association 
Every member of the Washington County Historical Society ought also to 


be a member of the state historical association, This is the one organ- 

ization that through the years has concerned itself with the preserva- 

tion of Arkansas history. It publishes a handsome 100-page quarterly 

magazine, containing both scholarly and popular articles on Arkansas 

history. Editor of the Quarterly is Dr.Dorsey Jones of the University 
faculty,who is also a member of the Washington County Historical Society. 
If you would like to be a member of the Arkansas Historical Association 

and receive the Quarterly, send your check for $3 to Dr.Henry Alexander, 

secretary-treasurer. Address him in care of UofA History Department. 


Little Rock's Pioneer Day Honors Old-Timers 
Through the courtesy of Bill Keenan, University graduate who handles 


publicity for the Greater Little Rock Chamber of Commerce, I have a copy 
of the attractive souvenir program put out by that organization on the 
occasion of its recent Pioneer Day observance. The booklet lists all 
Little Rock firms or-individuals that have been in business in Little 
Rock for 25 years or more. They were honored at a special luncheon. It 
was interesting to discover that Fones Brothers Hardware dates back to 
1859, the Gus Blass Company to 1871, the M. M. Cohn Company to 1874, 
Waldenberger's Luggage Shop to 1875, Worthen Bank b 1876, and so on. 

The same thing can. be done for Washington County, beginning with such 
old-timers as the Democrat Publishing Company, the McIlroy Bank, M.W. 
"Mack" McRoy, and including all professional men, business firms and 
individuals who have been in business for a quarter century or longer. 
We hope to have the list complete for the April issue of FLASHBACK. 


Finds Answer To a Problem in History 


To show the fascination of historical research, here's an incident that 
happened recently: 

Mrs.Neil McKinnon of Sulphur City wrote me that she was much interest- 
ed in Washington County history but would be unable to attend our first 
meeting. She mentioned that her father, J.T.Nelson, was superintendent 
of schools in historic Hempstead County a half century ago, and she sent 
me some interesting clippings from the old Washington, Ark., Telegraph. 

The name Nelson intrigued me, because it is not often encountered in 
Arkansas history. Mrs. McKinnon had already traced her family back to 
colonial Virginia. I wrote to her and suggested that she investigate the 
middle name of Elias Nelson Conway ( who served as Governor of Arkansas 
longer than any other man). I suggested that Mrs.I.0.Miller of Fayette- 
ville might be able to help. I remembered that Mrs. Miller has some of 
the Conway family silver and that her grandfather was a cousin of Elias 
Nelson Conway. 

So Mrs. McKinnon wrote to Mrs. Miller and the latter sent for the old 
family records and soon Mrs. McKinnon had the information she was seek- 
ing -- Elias Nelson Conway was given his middle name in honor of a Judge 
Nelson of Maryland, who was a friend of the Conway family. 

Mrs, Miller has invited me to inspect the Conway records in her 
possession, which I shall do at the first opportunity. As for Mrs. 
McKinnon, I'll have to find some other historical problem for her to 
solve. How about this one: How did Sulphur City in Washington County, 
Arkansas, get its name? Or is that too easy? 


Promises To Write Article About Old Deed 

Marie Morris Rushing telle me that she and husband Parker have a deed 
covering their place east of Fayetteville which shows that David Walker 
(Supreme Court judge and Chairman of the Secession Convention) was once 
an owner of the Rushing place. The abstract shows that Judge Walker once 
leased the water rights to the big spring on the place. I'm curious to 
know what the man wanted with the water (maybe to run a mill), so I have 
asked Mrs. Rushing to write a piece for the next issue of FLASHBACK and 
she has promised to do so. She will include the Buckners, after whom the 
church and community out there are named, The origin of place names is 
always an interesting study. I hope there are other folks who will send 
us short articles about where the names of the many Washington Ccunty 
rural communities came from. 


BOONSBORO (Cane Hill) 
Tracing from pencil sketch made in 1292 by Herbert Hoover, 
future president of the Unitetiftates. 


A University graduate, while investigating some old geological records 
in the Capitol at Little Rock, turned up a most interesting historic 
drawing -- an on-the-spot pencil sketch of "Boonsboro" ( Cane Hill) in 
1892, drawn by none other than Ex-President Herbert Hoover. The drawing 
is reproduced above. It shows five store-fronts on Cane Hill's main 
street. Two of the stores bear names that are almost illegible. Davis 
Richardson, who was born at Cane Hill and knows the community intimately 
thinks they are the general store and shoe repair shop, 


As is well known, Herbert Hoover was a student in Leland Stanford Jr 
University of California in 1892 and came to the Arkansas Ozarks during 
the summer vacation to work with former Arkansas state geologist (later 
president of Stanford University), John C. Branner, Hoover surveyed the 
region from Washington County to Independence County. 


The newly discovered picture of "Boonsboro" is drawn on the back of a 
topographic map of Township 13 North, Range 30 West, in Washington 
County. Drawn on the map (in Hoover's hand) are such water courses as 
Blackburn's Fork of Lee's Creek, Howard's Fork of Frog Bayou, and the 
West Fork of White River. The divide between Lee's Creek, which flows 
south, and White River, which flows north, is marked thus, in the ex- 


president's handwriting: "Deviding (sic) Ridge between Lee's and White 
Rivers", 


History As a Hobby 
Last fall, at the annual convention of the Arkansas Historical Associ- 


ation in Arkadelphia, I spoke on "History as a Hobby". Somebody must 
have liked that talk, because I have given it several times since then. 
I'll give it again on May 7 at the Springdale Rotary Club meeting. It's 
just an account of some of the state's romantic spots that I have visit- 
ed, such as CaneHill, Sunnyside(where the Tontitown settlers came from), 
Washington in Hempstead County, Arkansas Post, the sites of such ghost 
towns as Davidsonville, Wittsburg, Paraclifta, Old Rendo,Dwight Mission, 

Every time I have given that talk, folks have come up afterwards to 
tell me that their ancestors lived here or there,or that they themselves 
knew the spot from childhood days, and so on. It's astonishing to me how 
much interest there is in Arkansas history and how few the outlets for 
telling the old stories, Also surprising is the modesty or reticence of 
people whose ancestors pioneered these historic places. 


Television Comes To Me in an Ante-Bellum Setting 


The other evening I sat in the spacious living room of the beautiful 
home of Mr. and Mrs. P. R. Green at 118 E. Dickson street, and saw my 
first television show. The reception was perfect and the entertainment-- 
it was a Gay 90's show by Fred Waring and troupe--was delightful. 


I well remember my first moving picture, "The Great Train Robbery" -- 
the first movie, they say, that had a connected plot. I saw it in 1904. 
I remember the first "talkie'"--Al Jolson in "The Jazz Singer"-- although 
I had heard-and-seen several attempts at talking pictures (by means of 
phonographs behind the screen) before that. I do not remember when I 
heard my first radio program but it was in the Baron Muenchausen-Joe 
Penner era. That, of course, was a bit late in life, but I was buried in 
the hinterlands when radio made its debut. 


Comes 1951 and I hear-see my first television show, in a house that 
was built a hundred years ago! But it wasn't the age of the Green home 
that made my introduction to TV memorable. In the very room in which I 
sat in semi-darkness and watched the Zenith's screen, there stalked 
shadowy figures in Union blue, with epaulets on their shoulders and 
spurs on their boots and clanking sabers at their side. The TV set stood 
just a few feet from the door whose splintered panels are mute testimony 
to the marksmanship of men in Gray -- Cabell's cavalrymen who on April 
18, 1863, galloped down from East Mountain and attacked the Federal 
headquarters in this very house, 


Fred Waring's glee club was singing "The Rosary". I looked over my 
shoulder in the darkened room. I wouldn't have been too surprised to see 
Colonel M. LaRue Harrison, black-bearded and stern. But it wasn't an 
officer in Blue who sat behind me; it was my genial host, P. R. Green. 
At his feet lay the big Dalmatian, covering his eyes with a paw, to hide 
the great technological marvel of the 1950's, 


Television came to me in an 1863 setting. --W.J.Lemke 


Brief Flashes 

This first issue of FLASHBACK is pretty much a one-man job. I just 
didn't have time to gather material from the many sources that are avail- 
able. However, I have already made five assignments, on interesting sub- 
jects, for future issues. And of course, volunteer contributions will be 
eagerly welcomed -— either short "bits" of local history or longer 
articles. 


Miss Grace Albright made a good suggestion. She says there are several 
hundred organizations of various kinds in the county, each of which has 
a history. She suggests that a member-- preferably a long-time member -— 
of each club, society or other organization write up its history. This 
would not only give us much valuable material but would enable a lot of 
folks to participate in the work of the Society. 


The distinctive front-page nameplate of FLASHBACK was put in type by 
E. A. Bridenthal. who set his first type just 50 years ago. The printing 
was done by the Fayetteville Printing Company, which was founded by 
M. W. McRoy in 1892. That'll be 60 years next year and Mr."Mack" ought 
to start planning now for an anniversary celebration. 


Historic Spots Attract Tourists 
I see by the papers that the Ozarks Playground Association has awak- 


ened to the possibilities of historic spots as tourist attractions and 
intends to mark and advertise them. I also see by the papers that Gov- 
ernor Murray of Oklahoma told a group of business leaders in Oklahoma 
City that the historic places in Oklahoma were definitely a lure for 
tourists and ought to be developed, 


This is old stuff to anyone who has watched out-of-state visitors gape 
at Elkhorn Tavern and listen awe-struck to any account of the great 
battle fought there. I have yet to see anyone visiting Monte Ne for the 
first time who wasn't interested in "Coin" Harvey and his dream of pre- 
serving evidences of our civilization in the vaults of the Great Ameri- 
can Pyramid, I have taken many a journalism class on a feature-writing 
expedition to Cane Hill or to the Yell home on South College avenue, 
and invariably the students' reaction was one of deep interest. Certain- 
ly our historic spots are tourist attractions. 


But how can the visitor know about them when nobody tells him? How can 
he find the historic Tebbetts house on E.Dickson or the equally historic 
Quesenbury house on S.Duncan when even our own people don't know about 
them? And how can a Fayetteville resident explain to a visitor the 
greatness of Archibald Yell when the Fayetteville resident himself has 
never been inside Arch Yell's home on S.College nor stood reverently at 
Yell's grave in Evergreen? 


Certainly, historic spots are tourist attractions. Think of Vicksburg 
and Lookout Mountain, Valley Forge and Gettysburg. Maybe the campaigns 
of northwest Arkansas weren't as important as the battle of Gettysburg. 
But three Generals and a thousand other soldiers died at Pea Ridge and 
Prairie Grove and those battles kept Missouri in the federal union . 
Maybe the Tebbetts house in Fayetteville isn't as large or as well- 
advertised as the homes of Natchez, but it is the most beautiful ante- 
bellum house in Arkansas. Maybe "Bill Cush" (William Quesenbury) didn't 
attain the eminence that "Mark Twain" (whose home town of Hannibal has 
marked every spot even remotely connected with him) attained, but "Bill 
Cush" was a great soldier, artist, editor, and all-around genius -- and 
his home in Fayetteville still stands. 


Maybe we're just a bit too modest about our historic attractions. And 
we most certainly haven't advertised them enough. So, FLASHBACK congrat- 
ulates the Ozarks Playground Association on its discovery that northwest 
Arkansas has historic spots that tourists will want to see. The Washing- 
ton County Historical Society offers its help in making these historic 
spots available to visitors. 


Extra Copies of FLASHBACK Are Available 
Be sure to save this first issue of FLASHBACK, because in just a few 


years -- at the present speed of the passing years -- it will be a his- 
toric curio. It may even become a collectors item, So don't give it 
away. If you would like one or more copies to send to friends who may be 
interested in our historic activity, ask for extra copies. We have 
them. And if you have not yet sent in your 1951 membership dues, send a 
check for $2 today, Make it payable to Washington County Historical So- 
ciety and mail it to Mrs. Lessie S. Read, 329 N.Washington Ave., or to 
W.J.Lemke, 231 E.Dickson St, 


Lovely County in 1827 Lessie Stringfellow Read, 


Actg President 
We Jd, Lenrke, 
Actg Secretary 


Washington County since 1828 

WASHINGTON 
COUNTY 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 


Fayetteville 
February 10, 1951 


Dear Friend: 


We live and learn. What I've learned is that it's more difficult to cancel a 
mecting than to arrange one. Hope nobody was inconvenienced by our decision to post- 
pene the meeting planned for Wednesday, Jan. 31. I was surprised by the many phone 
calls that evening. We hoped, of course, that all of you would be interested, but we 
had no idea that so many were planning to attend. Especially since there are so many 
other evening attractions in our town, 


' So we'll try again -- to revive the Washington County Histori- 
cal Society -~ on Sunday afternoon, Feb. 18, at 2:30 o'clock, in 
the student center of the Lutheran Church, The same program-- an 
exhibit of early -Fayetteville photographs, a short talk on 
"PIoneer Schools" by Rev. G. W. Thompson, and planning for the 
Society's activities in 195l. 


Rev. Thompson stopped in to see me and left two of his old and yellowed"Licenses" 
that permitted him to teach in several north Arkansas counties in the old days. 
These licenses list the grades made in the teachers examinations. I noticed that Mr, 
Thompson scored 98 in spelling and 95 in English. He was the champion speller of 
Izard County before I was born -- and that was some years ago. Anyway, he has prom- 
ised to demonstrate his spelling skill and tell us about the "Blue-backed Speller." 
He's mighty interesting to listen to, 


The historic photos are still coming in. You'll enjoy seeing the picture of old 
Arkansas College (loaned by Miss Kate Davenport), 

a pioneer family photo (from Mrs. P.R.Green) 

a dozen gay photos of the Gay 90's (loaned by Fay Reed) 

some old portraits and group pictures (from Mrs. Keb Stone) 

a Sunday School class of the 90's (from Miss Ida Gregg) 

portraits of A.M., R.J., and Allan Wilson (from Mrs. Floyd Carl) 

the Memorial Day parade of 1905 (loaned by Joe Bates) 

the UA cadet officers of 1885 (from Robert Rhodes, UA alumni secretary) 

a football game of 1910 (from Lyle Bryan) 

old Fayetteville street scenes (from Hayden McIlroy) 

a 4th of July celebration of the old days (loaned by Frank Lewis) 

the City council of 1902 (from Alcuin Eason) 

the fire department of 1915 (from Roy Nix) 

copies of historic pictures (loaned by the Green Studio) 

County Faar parade of 1913 (loaned by Mrs. Fulbright) 

charter members of Rotary (loaned by Charles H. Stone) 

Shrine initiation, about 1914 (from Roy Scott) 

Fayetteville fashion shows (from the Hugh Sowder collection) 

2nd Arkansas Infantry at Camp Pike (loaned by Tom Oldham) 

J.H.Field's portraits of Arkansas celebrities (loaned by Mrs. Field) 

a group of pictures of old cemeteries (from my own collection) 

and many others, ‘ 


As for our plans for the Historical Society, I listed them in my last letter. 
I'd like to add this: Dr. Harrison Hale has promised to conduct a pilgrimage to 
Evergreen Cemetery (probably for our March meeting). We will visit the graves of 
six presidents of the University and Dr. Hale will give a short biographical 
sketch of each. We'll pause at the graves of Sophia Sawyer, founder of Fayette- 
ville Female Seminary 1839 ("She hath done what she could", her tombstone says); 
Archibald Yell, second governor of Arkansas; the Wilsons, three generations of 
whom were Mayor of Fayetteville; Lafayette Gregg, soldier and Supreme Court Judge; 
and many others. If you know Evergreen -- or if you don't -- you'll catch the 
spirit of the men and women who built our town and state. 


In my last letter I said that hundreds of students had never heard of many of 
the illustrious men who helped build the University and Fayetteville. That state- 
ment was challenged, in a friendly way. So last week I made a survey. I prepared 
little check-lists, naming 10 illustrious citizens of Fayetteville. One hundred 
students checked these ballots. Here are the results: 60 recognized t he name of 
John C. Futrall; 37 had head of Archbbald Yell; 22 recognized the name of 
Lafayette Gregg; 15 knew Gen, D. H. Hill. Only 5 out of 100 had ever heard of 
Sophia Sawyer, Judge David Walker, President Noah P. Gates. 


Read those figures again. 40 out of 100 UofA students had never heard of Pres- 
ident Futrall -- the man who gave 46 years to the University 63 out of 100 Ark- 
sas young people failed to recognize the names of Archibald Yell, the state's 
first Congressman and second Governor, who, so I firmly believe, would have been 
president of the United States but for a Mexican lance at Buena Vista. Yet any of 
our students could walk up to College Avenue and inspect the Futrall home. Or 
walk a mile south on College Avenue and visit the very house in which Arch Yell 
lived. Or go out through the Kappa Sigs' back yard and read Yell's illustrious 
record on his tombstone, 


There's work for the Washington County Historical Society to do. 


So here's the time and place for our meeting -- Sunday afternoon, Feb. 18, at 
2:30 o'clock, in the student center (south wing) of the Lutheran Church ( corner 
W. Dickson st. and Arkansas Ave.). 


Please come if you can. We need you. 


PS: Just as I am typing this letter, there comes a letter from a man who prac- 
ticed law in Fayetteville for 17 years, before going to Washington in 1911, where 
he is still practicing. He is Nathan Boone Williams, who remembers much old-time 
northwest Arkansas railroad lore. Mr. Williams was counsel for the Ozark & 
Cherokee R.R. company, which built the line from Fayetteville to Okmulgee. Mr. 
Williams learned of our efforts to preserve the history of Washington County 
through John Erickson of Senator Fulbright's office. WJL 


